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Tuesday, 6 July 2010

PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NO COMPARISON NEEDED – A MEERKAT (AND OTHERS) WIN AT CHARITY RETAIL AWARDS
The Association of Charity  Shops’ annual awards hit new highs yesterday, with new innovation and green awards, and a plaque for a bubble-wrap meerkat.

Compere and presenter for the evening, comedian and author Robin Ince said: “It’s an absolute joy to stand in front of the people I buy my books, clothes and trinkets from around the UK and give out awards for their fabulous work”.
The ever popular Most unusual donated item award went to St Barnabas Hospice in Lincolnshire, who received a 30cm high bubble-wrap and sellotape meerkat, called Alexander.

The highly rated Young volunteer of the year award went to Emily Nuttal, of Les Bourgs Hospice on Guernsey. Emily  said:  “It’s a real privilege to win this award. I’m very happy. Working in the Les Bourgs shop is not only different but I’m also helping others”. 

Vanessa Kenny, Retail and Volunteer Manager for the Hospice, said: “Emily is a real asset to the team. The customers think she’s brilliant and they really enjoy her great sense of humour”.
Awards also went to the runners-up. Luke Cowley, of St Peter’s Hospice in Bristol was first runner-up, and Luke Gaunt, from the Minds Matter shop in Brighouse came third.

Speaking after the Awards ceremony, David Cryer, Chair of the Association’s Board of Directors, said: “Charity shops rely on their volunteers, who all do a wonderful job. Young volunteers can bring new ideas, commitment  and energy. Tonight’s award winners demonstrate these qualities in abundance”.
The usually surprising Most valuable item donated award did not disappoint this year.  Oxfam sold a collection of “albumen” prints  of scenes from the Fiji Islands in 1881 at auction for an astonishing £29,000.

Martlets Hospice and Teesside Hospice picked up Innovation in charity retailing awards for their respective “Vintage Me!” and “Live Sorting” initiatives.

The first Green initiative award went to Tenovus, The Cancer Charity, for their “Bags for Lives” drive.

Other winners included:

Cancer Research Wales for Most volunteer hours per shop per week,

Princess Alice Hospice for Shop team of the year for their Richmond shop,
HMV for Most supportive supplier (nominated by CLIC Sargent), and

British Heart Foundation for Most unusual eBay campaign (for an auction of Neolithic tools and arrowheads).

The much sought-after Highest profit awards went (by size category) to:

1-4 shops
Force Cancer Charity

5-10 shops
St Lukes Hospice, Sheffield

11-20 shops
Compton Hospice

21-100 shops
St Peter’s Hospice, and

>100 shops
British Heart Foundation 
David Cryer added: “Staff and volunteers across the board have worked tremendously hard to make charity retail successful in exceptionally difficult times. These awards let us take a moment or two to celebrate them”.

ENDS

Contact:
David Moir, Head of Policy & Public Affairs, 020 7255 4483/4470



david@charityshops.org.uk
Notes to Editors

1. The Association of Charity Shops has more than 300 member charities, which operate about 7,000 charity shops in the UK.

2. The Conference, sponsored by 1st Waste Management Consultants, Choice, eBay for Charity, ITIM and Retrograde, was a sell-out this year, with more than 400 delegates and exhibitors

Attachments: Image of Alexandere the meerkat ( a .docx), awards photographs of Emily Nuttal,( winner, Young Volunteer), Luke Cowley (#2, Young Volunteer) and Luke Gaunt (#3 Young volunteer) 
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