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PRESS RELEASE

Charity Shops Acknowledge the Support of 

Local Authorities for their Recycling and Reuse Work
The Association of Charity Shops has acknowledged the support of Local Authorities for charity shops’ reuse and recycling work by presenting an award for ‘Most Supportive Local Authority – Recycling /Reuse/Waste Management’.  This Award was made to Braintree District Council who were nominated by Farleigh Hospice.  Amy Lamé (comedienne) presented the Award to Peter Chisnall of Braintree Council at the Association’s Annual Conference.

Examples of the support provided to charity shops by nominees included promoting charity shops to householders in recycling information and paying recycling/reuse credits to charity shops.  Braintree District Council showed their support for charity shops by giving Farleigh Hospice the first option to clear the void council houses, sponsoring their Bag for Life, offering them the chance to pick up the outsourcing of their bulky waste collection system, offering PR and financial support and working with the charity on a textile recycling scheme.

Peter Chisnall, Environmental Services Manager of Braintree District Council said “My Council was delighted to win this award, it is the culmination of three years of hard work building up the partnership with Farleigh Hospice and is an example of the importance we place in working with our community.”

Lekha Klouda, Executive Secretary of the Association of Charity Shops said  “We are delighted that Braintree District Council has been given recognition for the fantastic support they give to the charity shops.  We are also very pleased that so many local authorities are supportive of the work of charity shops, which we estimate are diverting several hundreds of thousands of tonnes of waste away from landfill every year by their recycling and reuse work.  By working together, charity shops can profit from the support of local authorities and local authorities can benefit from increases in their recycling figures and a reduction in the amount of waste going to landfill.”

ENDS

Notes to editors
1. The Association of Charity Shops represents over 250 charities which, together, operate around 6,500 shops (see www.charityshops.org.uk). Its conference ran from 3-4 July at the Keele Conference Park in Staffordshire. The conference was attended by 400 delegates and guests
2. Judges of the Award included Joy Blizzard, Chair of LARAC; Rob Mynard, Policy Advisor, Waste Strategy, Defra and Lewis Herbert of WasteWISE.
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